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We have some unique problems that
Canada does not.



Federal: Controlled Substances Act of
1970, 21 U.S.C. § 801, et seq.

- Marijuana is Schedule 1 Narcotic, § 802(c)

- Unlawful to “manufacture, distribute, or
dispense, or possess with intent to
manufacture, distribute, or dispense[,]”
§ 841(a)(1)



Since we no
longer have
this guy:

We have to
deal with this
guy:

TIME Magazine: Feb. 28, 2017: “Attorney General Jeff
Sessions hinted that the Department of Justice might begin
more aggressive enforcement of federal laws against
recreational marijuana, even in states that have legalized it.”



Colorado Revenue Experience with
Recreational Marijuana:



Colorado Revenue Experience with
Recreational Marijuana: (cont.)



Colorado Revenue Experience with
Recreational Marijuana: (cont.)

Colorado Pop:
5.5 million

Canada Pop:
36 million



Colorado Revenue Experience with
Recreational Marijuana: (cont.)

Is there a price to pay:

Illness linked to marijuana use on the rise in Colorado -
9news.com, January 02, 2017

• Doctors say chronic marijuana use may be linked
to an illness known as CHS, or Cannabinoid
Hyperemesis Syndrome. In recent years, the
number of known cases doubled in Colorado.

• Experts say CHS is caused by chronic or heavy use
of marijuana, which means ingesting or smoking
marijuana at least once a day.

• The symptoms can be severe. Patients have
reported intense, non-stop nausea and stomach
pain that can sometimes last up to a month.



Is there a price to pay: (cont.)

• Scientific Literature Review on Potential Health
Effects of Marijuana Use –
• Retail Marijuana Public Health Advisory

Committee Report to Colorado State Board
of Health, the Colorado Department of
Revenue, and the Colorado General
Assembly on January 30, 2017

• Strong evidence shows that daily or near-daily marijuana
users are more likely to have impaired memory lasting a
week or more after quitting. Evidence regarding other
cognitive effects is either lacking or the results are mixed.
An important acute effect of THC, the primary
psychoactive component of marijuana, is psychotic
symptoms, such as hallucinations, paranoia, delusional
beliefs and feeling emotionally unresponsive during
intoxication. These symptoms are worse with higher
doses.



Scientific Literature Review on Potential Health
Effects of Marijuana Use (cont.)

• Furthermore, daily or near-daily marijuana use is
associated with developing a psychotic disorder such as
schizophrenia. There is limited evidence that use of more
potent marijuana is also associated with developing a
psychotic disorder.

• Marijuana users can develop cannabis use disorder
(addiction) and daily or near-daily marijuana users can
experience withdrawal symptoms when abstaining from
marijuana.



Final Report of the Task Force on
Cannabis Legalization and Regulation
Notes from Executive Summary
11/30/2016

• Set a maximum amount of THC per serving and per
product.



Report: More than 15 months in, pot-infused
edibles still confound
Denver Post – 4/11/2015



Report: More than 15 months in, pot-infused
edibles still confound (cont.)

• Oklahoma tourist Luke Goodman, who fatally
shot himself while on a March ski vacation in
Keystone, immediately blamed his death on
the infused edibles he overindulged in that
day.

• “It was 100 percent the drugs,” Kim
Goodman said at the time, acknowledging
that her son didn’t read the government-
mandated warnings on the packaging and
ended up eating five times the state’s
recommended dose for edible cannabis.



Report: More than 15 months in, pot-infused
edibles still confound (cont.)

• But in the wake of Goodman’s death, many
recalled 19-year-old Wyoming college
student Levy Thamba, who became agitated
after eating an infused cookie with more
than six times the state’s recommended dose
in March 2014 and leapt to his death from a
Denver hotel balcony. The Denver coroner
listed “marijuana intoxication” as a significant
condition contributing to Thamba’s death.



Colorado visitors are using pot and ending up
in the ER

• CNN - February 25, 2016

• “Although researchers did not identify
whether ER visitors used edible or smoked
marijuana products, edibles such as cookies
or brownies often have a delayed effect . . .
which could lead to overdosing.”





Colorado visitors are using pot and ending up
in the ER (cont.)

PROBLEM SOLVED:



Final Report of the Task Force on
Cannabis Legalization and Regulation
Notes from Executive Summary
11/30/2016

• Prohibit any product deemed to be
“appealing to children” – including
products that are packaged to look like
candy.



NOT APPEALING TO CHILDREN - SOLVED



NOT APPEALING TO CHILDREN - SOLVED



Final Report of the Task Force on
Cannabis Legalization and Regulation
Notes from Executive Summary
11/30/2016 (cont.)

• Keeping cannabis out of the
hands of children.



Scientific Literature Review on Potential
Health Effects of Marijuana Use (cont.)

Marijuana in or around the home and safe storage

In 2015, 7.9% of adults with children 1-14 years old in
the home reported having marijuana or
marijuana products in or around the home (Figures 1
& 2). In 82.2% of these homes, marijuana was
stored safely, while in 17.8% the marijuana was
potentially stored unsafely.

It was estimated that approximately 14,000 homes in
Colorado with children 1-14 years old had marijuana
in the homewith potentially unsafe storage.



Scientific Literature Review on Potential
Health Effects of Marijuana Use (cont.)

Marijuana used inside the home and secondhand
smoke exposure

For 2014 and 2015 together, 3.2% of adults with
children 1-14 years old in the home reported
marijuana being used inside the home. Of these,
83.2% reported the marijuana was smoked,
vaporized, or dabbed.

It was estimated that approximately 16,000 homes
in Colorado had children 1-14 years old with possible
exposure to secondhand marijuana smoke or vapor
in the home.



• Keeping cannabis out of the hands of children
(cont.)

PROBLEM SOLVED



• Keeping cannabis out of the hands of children
(cont.)

PROBLEM SOLVED



Forget the doctor’s note – just bring your
pot to school.

DENVER (CBS4)– June 7, 2016

Schools in Colorado will be required to allow
medical marijuana after Gov. John Hickenlooper
signed “Jack’s Law” on Monday.

The law allows marijuana in schools for medical
use with strict conditions.



Pot in school (cont.)

• C.R.S. § 22-1-119.3(3)(d)(I):

(A) A primary caregiver may possess, and administer to a
student who holds a valid recommendation for medical
marijuana, medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable form upon the
grounds of the preschool or primary or secondary school in
which the student is enrolled, or upon a school bus or at a
school-sponsored event. The primary caregiver shall not
administer the nonsmokeable medical marijuana in a manner
that creates disruption to the educational environment or
causes exposure to other students.

(B) After the primary caregiver administers the medical
marijuana in a nonsmokeable form, the primary caregiver shall
remove any remaining medical marijuana in a nonsmokeable
form from the grounds of the preschool or primary or secondary
school, the school bus, or school-sponsored event.



Pot in school? (cont.)
• Primary caregiver:



Final Report of the Task Force on
Cannabis Legalization and Regulation
Notes from Executive Summary
11/30/2016 (cont.)

• Extend the current restrictions on public smoking of
tobacco products to the smoking of cannabis
products and to cannabis vaping products.

• Be able to permit dedicated places to consume
cannabis such as cannabis lounges and tasting
rooms . . .



Educating the public:

Stoned people love catchy jingles.



Educating the public: (cont).



People who are stoned are presumed to
know the law.

Super Troopers (2001)



Jeremy L. Swift, Esq.
jswift@tamlegal.com

(303) 292-2700

Good Luck!!!!!


